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Both of these he dismissed as impracticable. There remained
only the rechartering of the present hank, or the creation of a
new one. The last could not be effected hefore March, 1836.
Entertaining the opinion that a well-conducted national insti-
tution was essential to guard against the excessive issnes of
nearly four hundred State banks, and to furnish, a sound and
uniform currency to every part of the United States, be was
ready to recharter the present bank, with such modifications as
would meet and reconcile the different states of opinion on the
subject, so as to remove all reasonable grounds of jealousy in
all quarters. These suggestions, he declared, were made "with-
out the knowledge of the bank, and with no understanding or
concert with any of its friends, or with any one heretofore op-
posed to it. In conclusion, he demanded of those who proposed
to continue the discussion concerning the removal of the de-
posits, to let the country see their plan for the final settlement
of the present difficulties,

Such in substance were the views that were repeated by Mr.
"Webster more than once, as he had occasion to speak upon the
several memorials or resolutions of public bodies that were
presented by others or by himself. He tendered to the oppo-
nents of the bank, to the Administration, and to the country,
all his aid in reconstructing the bank so that the general sense
of the people would be satisfied that the Government -would
have a safe depositary for the public treasure, an important
auxiliary in its financial operations, and a sound national cur-
rency, without the possibility of political abuses of the powers
conferred.

But it soon became apparent that his aid for this purpose
was not wanted by those who had the power to obstruct any
such healing measure. On the 30th of January, it became
evident, from some remarks made by Mr. "Wright, one of the
Senators of ISTew York, that the Administration had determined
that the public moneys should remain in the State banks, and
that the public 'revenues should be collected through their
agency; that no law on the subject should be passed, and that
the point was to be established that Congress has no power to
create a national bank. This aroused all Mr. "Webster's energies.
From this date he entered into the discussion of the whole sub-